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A comprehensive study evaluated each of MAPS’s 11 buildings on the following: 

• Utilization: Utilization is calculated based on class size and number of classrooms 

available, and the rate each room can be utilized. This calculation does not factor in the 

size of support areas such as the cafeteria, gym, tech. ed., and special education. Because 

it is not possible to selectively heat and maintain portions of the buildings, money is 

spent on areas that are either not being used or are being underutilized.

• Investment Needed: On average, our buildings are nearly 70 years old. These older 

buildings are expensive to maintain, heat, and clean. Over the next 10 years, a significant 

investment will be needed in the major building systems. Examples include upgrading 

heating/ventilation, electrical, and plumbing systems as well as replacing roofs, lighting, 

flooring, windows, and doors.



To review the entire study, please visit www.mapsedu.org/district/facilities-planning.cfm







Based on input from the community focus groups, a Base Plan was developed that would close four 
buildings and seek to sell the Pine River property.

• Move Pine River School for Young Learners, Bridges Virtual Academy (BVA), and the Northern 
Achievement Center (NAC) program to the Jefferson Elementary building.

• Tear down the Northern Achievement Center (NAC) and the Storage Building (Old NAC).

• Remove the District Office and maintenance building.

Updates at Jefferson Elementary include:

1. Renovate area for the Head Start program.

2. Renovate area for the Bridges Virtual Academy.

3. Renovate area for the Northern Achievement Center.

4. Maintain gym and kitchen.

5. Create separate entrances for NAC and Head Start.

6. Create dedicated playground areas.

The plan would also renovate underutilized high school space to accommodate the District Office and 
rebuild the maintenance building.

Base Plan estimated cost: $16 million





A capital (facilities) referendum allows a district to issue debt (take out a loan) to pay for major facility 
improvements. Unlike 83% of other districts in the state, MAPS has not pursued a capital referendum 
in more than 20 years.

MAPS voters would need to approve this type of referendum to pay for the $16 million recommended 
base plan. The referendum could be expanded to begin to update the major building systems at the 
remaining buildings. (A breakout for each school can be found on page 3.) 















As we continue to develop the facilities master plan, we need to decide 
if/how to make future investments at Prairie River Middle School. During the 
community focus group meetings, some people thought the school could be 
closed, the 5th grade could be moved to Washington Elementary, and the 
high school could be expanded with a separate wing to serve students in 6th-
8th grade. If the students were moved, the District would still maintain the 
pool, auditorium, and gym for school and community use.
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• If held today, the community would likely support a $16 million 
referendum to support the base plan.

• Expanding the referendum to update major building systems 
did not reach majority support. 

• Respondents were split on the future use of Prairie River 
Middle School with a large proportion undecided. 
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